



I TALL TALES Tvr 

U hl U«k 1’frblM In SuubenfUle. Ohio 

l |l*reldlHar 

I lui «*»k end Slugger Martin and 
I minr our winter pi>«frl«o»ir* 

E ^ L -unU.. Wot V.,k„,U 

t while lo Mirllolon «i heard o story 

I L'uoUlO««r< In that «0'Un of Px* 

I S£,u» county h, ' e u * ,n 

. «mi psnthars. eoyotss »" d " ,her 

•" raising bttuc 

tllh the sbsep.calf* anddevr Then 

I tv mb li *» t' 1 * "**» * 01 ‘ round 

P Imm Wobrtor Spring that some now 
fl nit | f< | kind of • finer resembling 
I 1 •‘blue-fectd devil” •** responsible 
E for oil these depredations. No one 
I bid «*er »e«n 1 •*!* dev " or o^rie* 1 
W hit trick* 

Tho ateck killing tlnilly reached 

H (We |) proportion* on oo# man » tract 

of land tbit ho decided lo organlxa 
ail his friends and relation* lolo a 
l^antlr varmint drive They met 
L might and oarly or.e morning at this 
f aas'i home, bound dogs and all. As 
they oere mapping Ihslr campaign 
aod planning « »>* and mean* to com 
tat thl* menace lu tha knee deep 
ft- moo, the cabin door was suddenly 
l SuDgoyeo by a white-faced, almost 
L breathless hunter who gasped. ‘Gosh 
*. a-migbt/. kinfolks, grab yore shootln' 

►- arns for the devil hlssolf s Jest left 
L tracks ac/ost the oaslura lot:" 

I No time was last In assembling and 
7 turning loose the assured cat and 
, Uai dogs I re*h shells were thrown 
lolo tit various firearms end out 
D Into the deep mow they floundered 

■ Ths chase was on' They soon reach I 
K td the old posture lot and found the 
* tracks of the varmint clearly outlined i 
f tn the aoow We were told they were 
I st least fourteen Inches wide and j 
ft ahool twsnty Inches long, that they ( 

■ were oral lo shape and hod the stride 

■ d a ut foot mon. No amateur bun-1 

■ ten th«^ mountaineers The could 

J* * * -»• , o as found fur pound the v*r ,< 

■ »toa • I« hoarless, undaunted. 

I J*2_»«*efcwd to trail this un - 
I i**** creature Much trouble was i 

MMrtuwrad *H ti lb* hound dogs | 
•r^-1 espsrt trailers They seemed ! i 
•Hon and disinterested J I 
Mtnbored to their dlsinrii . 
shfle with a "devil” In j i 
«*l Others told (hey 
Uses«ca it, any alnd of I 
wUrelesa Ml that went | 
wmitlw aide ar.d *«*rnes I 
tangled tides.u - 
■ twwrel end dow„ „nd; 
Mnwnteln s'da This 1 


they should engage the detll Sow 
i lory broke through a clump of balaan 
llr anil saw far ahead the ahutlllni 
ilgure of the varmint With a Urn 
tiurst of spi-i-d they closed In on tbl 
figure «nd discovered lo tbelr dl-gu* 
k d disappointment It was nothing 
nut the local game warden trying on 
for the first time tils new mail order 
hear ptw showshues 

The humeri were so shame faced 
they tried to bush the story up and 
no piper In that pari nf tl.e state 
would print a word of It. As w« do 
riot expect lo be back In that part of 
the world until trout aea*on opene 1 
feel free tn writs It Maybe It will 
all blow over when 1 return a 
least I hops so for those fellows ar 
crack shuts with their "shoHlu’erns 

The recent wlnler’e extreme eoli 
and deep snow has been o marvel i 
the southern mountaineers. For tii 
first time in msny a year the game 
wardens and forest rangers htve used 
snow shoes and skis to navigate Ih 
forests, 1 have no Idea what a moun 
talneer would mistake aski track for 
Possibly think he was on the trail if 
a snuw snake or something 

Ws slso heard a good story from 
tha lips of G. D. McNeill, supcrln 
tendenl of schools In Marllnton M 
McNeill 19 a gentleman of the old 
school with a delicious sense of hum- 
ior and author of "Gamp Fires on 
Happy Rivers.” ills daughter. Lou 
ise McNeil. Is the author ol * Gainey 
| Mountain.” Mr McNeill told me 
I about the city fellow that came Into* 

' the mountains last fall to hunt grouse 
and woodcock He borrowed :»u ex 
cwllent bird dog from a mountaineer 
friend and star led out all alone. He 
was warned against getting lost In 
the woods out paid Ids advisors scant 
attention. Late In the dey toward 
dusk, the city fellow attempted to 
find his way hack to the cabin. He 
was hope'essly lost. 

After II juuderlng around for sever 
al houra end getting no place he de 
elded to make a night of It In a nest 
of leaves and mete another try for 
dvllhtiilon In the morning Galling 
the faithful dog over to him for com 
paidjnslnp and safe keeping the hun¬ 
ter twWird the dog's chain securely 
Into his «e«t for an anchor end then 
composed himself fur an unbrotteu 
night s slerp, 

He awakened In the morning to 
And the dog gone—and atranger still 
ids heavy knitted underwear lied van 
Uhod from underneath Ids fully I 
clothed body. Ilut e ahrlvsded piece 
.>f curd mill remained attached tn Ills , 
test button Gathering In this twist | 
rd cord the huntvr proceeded to fol j 


Thomas would caU 

I wonder If yn 


yevsofsgw when UW father. WU 
l|.*m moat d to' 'bln In lx tn, used t< 
chuckle over a line of what l>« c*Ue< 


«iioiMvi,uriMxi„w| ( silling lii isf » 
r-w u|H>n the limb of a tree. T)i*l 
- in order to get a belter pml-1 
. re ho could pick nil one all v . 
4w»i veil a» he moved around, 1 „ 

sof iite owls followed him j 
» * complete circle and thekf 
»t their face* toward Idm allf- 3 
around. A happy thought! I 
Im that If l>e kept on gslngcl 
the circle, tint owls would I 
sir heads oil At the coni pie. | *4? 
unn m the second trip around, llu-lr I 
heads driipiKd otf. uud the hunter I 
had six bird* wltlioiit llrlng a shot, f 


about A 
IC WOiMls 
a* large ■* 
eniiolng *- 
I 'he S|v 
Tho In- 


a wedge, he was surprlsnl by the sp-1 -i 
ioersneeof four Indlnns. Tho tn-|M 
dhin. prolrrukd to U- Irlcndly. hull 
the rail splitter »j.i dubious. The ‘.wl 
ItullarM, Im imUdpd, wore vert inu h | . • * 

Inlerested in lire piwcu of tall split 
tmg and looked on with much c»n- 
• rn. i'Uc pioneer was fairly caught. [ r ^B 







him dlucily back to 
• Mu he had left the 
Tim «Uier and «>f 
under watr wee ellli 
la bird d-g alitn 











TALL TALES 


•hey should engage th« (lo n I-" 

•hey broke throu i, ,* ( e ' • Soon I 
•ir and saw flr^ a H U ® POf 


Hy Jaok rn-hlea In Steubenville, Ohio ,j r and aaw f a , ai,ei»«V U f! p ° f bj||s ttI 

Mor.MSUt. f»» of ih. * *# *' 

'•»»; k , ’"' 1 Sl "«" r Martin and U ‘ ey . clos,!l1 0,1 'h* 

nnsair iuao« our wlnt.ar p|i K rli u » k . r , d d| ndd '*™ v « r8d lo their dl**u s I 

Into tha mountains of West Vlrclnl t M . ,,tt PP dntment It was not!,,., 

Whlla In Msrllnfnn w. 1 K, ‘‘ U ? Ut l, '« ‘ooal ga me «,r,U n " 0lh,n « 


into me mountains or West Virginia mu the 1 "as nothin* 

While In Mar)Inton we heard a story f or the C S ?*'**" lr >‘"K ou! 
that s a wow It seems like the heir niw «h 1 » ' s n * w order 

mountaineer* In that section of Poe a- 1 showahoea 

hontaa county have been n-s'ered t The hunter* wer^ so sham- r., 
win, panthers, coyote* and uhe' lhM ,r,Ml ... ,aced 


panvm-rs. coyotes and otlier 1 1 lo hllsh 1 *>« sto'rv iiJ'.nH 
atrance varments, all raising havoc plp *f ,n "'»t part of the ^state 
»lth the Sheep, oalv. s end deer Then ,U pr,nt » »»,d of it. A . wTd? 
to top it all otT the news got around 1 n* 1 ****** lo back In that turt 0 f 

from Webster Springs that some new ! he , ? or,d until trou t reason opens l 

f.njtU-d Uod of a critter resembling j Itf J,ow « »'•»«» U will: 

a blue faced devil was responsible 1 •.. » 1 t °' er "hen I return. At 


from Webattr Springs that some new [ he , * or, d until trout sea^n opens ] 
fancied kind of a erl.t.r resembllnc iu hlow „ * rU# “•»«*• Hi/ 
a blue-faced devil was respoosiblt i e . t i i °' er * lcn * return, ai 
for all these depredations No one * , , h ° pe St> for lllos « fellows »r< 

h»d ever seen this devil or observed K shols wlth Uielr “shoaiin’arns" 

llll tM.'kc Tint ro.onr ... i-. . 


* 1 ° 1 recent winter's extreme cold 

1 he stock killing finally reached ,,1 ^ snow •'»* ‘*-en a marvel to 

»uch proportions on one man's tract n-.T, e .' n mountaineers. Kor ihe| 
cf land that he decided to orcanl/e " rsl . t, “® *•} niany a jear the came 
ad his friends and relations into i ' * rdens ar, d forest rangers have used 
tfhtantlo tariulnt drive They met i ? now # sUoe * * nd skis to navigate the 
bright and early or.e morning at this 1 have no Idea what a uioun 

®an a home, bound docs and all i.i wou,d “‘stake askl track for. 


®an a home, bound dogs and all a!| n‘Tf W °" ld m,sUk « Askl ^ 
were mapping their camnahrn * 084 b,jr lhlak he was on the 
»»d p annlnc wav* »nd mean, to com 1 s,, .°“ sn4ke or 

Ill* Ulfihl.-p In *1.^ i._ . Wo lltrt IlMirri Ik rt.wri Ai,... 


VVe also heard a good story from* 


” f *he devil blsselfa lest muu wumiw «i camp nres on__ 

4croat the oasture lot”’ Happy Rivera.” His daughter. Lou ^ 

lloit »a. , i ls * McNeil, Is the author of * iSautey 

**t tn *^»®bllng and | aMountaln.” Mr Mo Nall I tohs me 

it^i AMJ »led cat and . about the city fellow that came into 

u * vaii^J « thrown the mountains last fall to huntgrouse 

•*• LJ! 0r *« r ®v ami out and woodcock He borrowed ai ex 
*.*«* %4% ** *}iey Aoundered. callent bird dc^{ from a mountaineer 


*®daep 


IUr Hound#re 




bat Mils menace in uih Knee deep 
snow, the cabin door was suddenly 
Aung upon by a white-faced, almost 
breathless hunter who gasped, ‘Gosh 
a-mlghty, kinfolks, grab yore shooblri’ 
urns for the devil hisself'a jest left 




a rns for the devil hlsselfs jest left 
tracks acrost the oasture lot!" 

No time was lost In assembling and 
» turning loose the assorted cat ar.d 
beai dogs. Fresh shells were thrown 1 
Into the various firearms and out I 
Into tbe deep snow they floundered.! 
The chase was on! They soon reach ! 
1 ed the old pasture lot and found the 
tracks of the varmint clearly outlined 
In the snow. We were told they were | 
at least fourteen inches wide and 
about twenty inches long, that they 
were oval in shape and had the stride 
of a six foot man. No amateur hun¬ 
ters. these mountaineers. The could 
alnoi pU39$ pound for pound the vir 
niirus size. Fearless, undaunted, I 
they commerced to trail this un¬ 
known crealure. Much trouble was I 
experienced with the hound dogs, 
usually expert trailers. They seemed 
lifeless listless and disinterested 
This was attributed to their disincll < 
nation to tangle with a “devil” in i 
mortal combat. Others said they 
were useless trackers in any Kind of | 
anew. Nevertheless, on they went | 
f P the mount-tin side and across i 
the glades through tangled thickets c 
of spruce and laurel and down and c 

i™ tb . er mountain side. This \ 
wJSS*?*** for over six hours e 
•r anrf f K, * anllc tracks grew f, I I 

®o‘" «d "d r ' n* ! mnters 

mlr ° n,> ' a matter of a t 

•Vhtnll* now until they sliould 1 

•?'huSSSS? rd ' v " •««» « 

a**j th* * |. * . rtlJ * Were Inspected and a 
•foru mil 6 ' loK% ur *‘ •d on to greater j c 
no " practically t 

""P wo* 

^'••Ulau ' , ‘ l dUcu^lon i»rr» c . II 

liW* %r>(J ** P 4f, y aliould racwlve ] 4 
^•i» of (ha crltlar 0u| ! H 

A ij,- * n °thlng Out a at all ( C 
rr th-al moment, (than IJ 


~ Ul U». 1 ). \lo\p|l| ' 

i{ tendent of schools in m . &u P er ‘n ~ 
I McNeil, is a gentlem n D l° n - Mr 

'sclooi win, »d5SSSS“ , of *!?• «w 

.. or and author of hum * 

' Happy Rivera " m. 5? P * ,re » «n 
, JW McNeil, U the au^oJT^I- Uu ' I 
ci Mountain.” M r McNein' . ^ aU ' e)l ^ 
d about the city fellow that cam? 

? attention. Late in the day toward 
1 dusk, the city fellow attempted to) 

- find his way back to the cabin. He 
i was hopelessly lost. 

; , ^ fter floundering around for sever I 

I al hours and getting no place lie de 
• | elded to make a night of it in a nest 
uf leaves and make another try for 
civilization in the morning Calling 
J the faithful dog over to him for com 
panionship and safe keeping the hun¬ 
ter twisted the dog’s chain securely 
into his vest for an anchor and then 
composed himself for au unbroken 
night’s sleep. 

He awakened in the morning to 
find the dog gone—and stranger still, 
his heavy knitted underwear had van 
ished from underneath ids fully 
clothed body. Hut a shriveded piece 
of cord still remained attached to his 
vest button Gathering in this twist 
ed cord the hunter proceeded to fol 
low it. 

For over three miles he tracked the 
thread and reeled it in. And, believe 
It or not, this thread was his own 
underwear that had been snagged by 
a projecting iron sliver on lire dog 
chain It led him directly back to 
the mountain cabin be bad left the 
morning before The oilier end of 
the raveled out underwear was still • 
attached t«» the Hie bird dog when 
they called him “Ul from under the 
inblri. Wonderful are the things on« 
IJmla lu Nature and West \ Irglnla J 


* BUFORDS" 

T'e.ir Editor: >t 

1 !mo nolle,,) from y n ,7 r columns 
Uio Um few months (h«i Tl>u )m " 

* ™' y ,; "' K ,-»«* of «.u, Lo Wel * 

,!ir>mas ' vn >'l<l call • 5.t. ori p S •• 

1 wonder if you know tl.at the 
(irtw.hner country produced the 
or.Klnol t.,11 story teller lon R l, e ! 
f >rc •c.ihontas County was born 
M y K| and I a t her. Enoch En in*. born 
and bred on Swap, Creea. and n 
yens of ajfe when his father. WJI- 
lum. mowed to«»hioin is in. used to 
chuckle ever a line of what he called 
liu fords.” 

* l nc in as alKnit a pioneer hunter 
nvIio discovered six owls sil ting in :l 
row upon tiie litub of a tree. The 
hunter, in order to get a better posi¬ 
tion where lie could pick off one at 
time, observed as he moved around, 
the faces of tlie owls followed him. 
Jli made a complete circle and the 
owls kept their faces toward him all 
the way around. A happy thought 
struck him that if he kept on going 
around the circle, the owls would 
t wist their heads off. At the comple¬ 
tion of the second trip around, their 
heads dropped off, and the hunter 
had ^lx birds without tiring a shot, 

J he oilier one 1 recall was about a 
I 1 ’ *n<*« r a ho was out in the woods 
sp irting rails. The lug was large 
and tough, .lust as lie was entering 
a wedge, he was surprised by the ap- 
l' Iran*, of four Indians. The In- \ 
lb ot pretended in he friendly, hut | 
I * •* tall *pUli<<r w.is dubious. The | 
Indian* lie notic'd. were wry much ! 
h* • «»t««i in lb# proniNM of rail apltt- | 
t•• t »imI t<*»kid on with muuii con- 
< in The piomrr v*a> fairly caught, I 


